THE  ENGLISH  RENAISSANCE

culture was based to a large extent unnecessary, the freedom
of thought and discussion which defeated superstition and
intolerance, and above all a new conception of human free-
dom and social relationships, the "good life55 of humanist
philosophy translated into terms of practical reality.

Outside the court, England remained serious, god-fearing
and in a large measure Puritan. The characters in Bunyan's
allegories are far more typical of the majority of English
people in the reign of Charles II than the rakes and harlots
of Etherege and Wycherley. But Puritanism was undergoing
a curious and significant change. Its ethics were losing the
heroic quality of the great days of Milton and Cromwell and
were rapidly becoming the ethics of utilitarianism. "Be
wholly taken up in diligent business of your lawful callings/5
wrote Baxter, "when you are not exercised in the more im-
mediate service of God.5' Expelled from high society and de-
barred from the Universities, the Puritans (now coming to
be called Dissenters) distinguished themselves especially in
commerce, banking and manufacture. After a long struggle
they won toleration, and were to become the backbone of
Whig and liberal England. Meanwhile a change was also
taking place in the Church of England. Some of the most
learned and attractive Anglican leaders called "latitudinari-
ans", began to recommend tolerance, and to try to rational-
ise Christianity and to link it to Platonic philosophy. These
men were mostly Cambridge dons, and they were really re-
viving an old Anglican tradition that went back to Hooker
and beyond him to Erasmus. It is perhaps no accident that
the ablest of their books, The Select Discourses of John Smith
appeared in 1660, the year of the Restoration, while in 1662
there was published "a pamphlet which professed to give an
Account of the New Sect of Latitude-Men.

In the forty years that followed the Restoration England
became a modern country, a capitalist empire, depending
largely on foreign and colonial trade, with cabinet govern-
ment, a two-party system, a national debt, religious tolera-
tion, and a "press** in the modern sense of the word. During
the reign of Charles II the national unity which had brought
about the Restoration soon collapsed, and the "Popish Plot"
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